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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Foundation Miguel Fisac, a cultural institution established to encourage 
the study, dissemination and promotion of the figure of the architect Miguel 
Fisac. It has, among its objectives, the development of an active cultural 
presence in the field of architecture at a national and international level.  As a 
part of its activities it organises competitions, conferences, symposiums, 
exhibitions and other activities related to general architecture, housing in 
particular. 
 
Miguel Fisac (1913-2006) was one of the most innovative and creative 
Spanish architects in the past century. His research on prefabrication and 
industrialisation systems for economical housing is an attempt to improve 
building conditions, accident rates and quality of construction. His last patent 
on the “Construction Procedure of Dwelling Units and Similar Units”, named 
flowing architecture, is a good example. That is why the institution named 
after him has always strived for the development and continuation of this 
commitment across all its activities.  
 
In the context of its activities to promote and encourage innovation as well as 
quality of construction, the Foundation Miguel Fisac has announced a Design 
Competition to explore new solutions for improving the quality of construction 
in terms of new technologies, accessibility and sustainability.  
 
The competition, named "THIS IS TOMORROW. RETHINKING TODAY'S 
HOUSING", is inspired by the exhibition This is Tomorrow carried out by 
architects Alison and Peter Smithson in 1956. Far from advising a typological 
or stylistic solution, they designed an installation suggesting the identity and 
basic needs of living. In this regard, the competition aims to be a forum for 
research and debate about the concept of housing in the light of new social 
situations, new concepts of intimacy privacy, mobility, spatial development, 
sustainability and other issues that are in need of revising urgently. 
 
Therefore, a competition format structured in two activities is proposed: 
 
Design competition with a jury to deliver architectural proposals rethinking a 
new concept of social housing for our current society. 
 
Conference on social housing where issues arising from the competition will 
be addressed and debated. This conference will be open to all entrants and 
in this framework selected architects and members of the Jury will discuss 
the designs submitted. 
 
This format envisages the exhibition and publication of all projects submitted. 
 
We believe this approach brings together the objectives and purpose of the 
competition with the real needs of the social housing sector at present. The 
purpose of the competition and the conference is to discuss the best ideas for 
housing optimisation from the point of view of our new social, cultural and 
economic situation. In this way, both the competition and the conference 
intend to join the array of initiatives already implemented by various 
institutions and organisations, such as the "INVISO Project, Optimisation of 
Housing Production, Industrialisation, Efficiency and Sustainability". This 
project was carried out by a consortium of public companies and 
organisations, from which the Instituto de Ciencias de la Construcción 
Eduardo Torroja (CSIG), sponsor of the foundation, stands out. This 
institution has been funded by the Spanish Ministry for Science and 
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Innovation, thanks to the National Plan for Scientific Research, Development 
and Technological Innovation. Another example is the exhibition Home 
Delivery: Fabricating the Modern Dwelling. held in the MoMA in New York in 
2008. It is an exhibition detailing the history of the prefabricated dwelling, with 
84 projects accounting for 180 years of evolution of prefab dwelling, revealing 
in this way the topicality of prefabrication in the development of sustainable 
architecture. 

COMPETITION RULES 
This design competition on rethinking the social housing is an initiative 
funded by the Castilla-La Mancha Regional Department for Spatial Planning 
and Housing, and organised by the Foundation Miguel Fisac in collaboration 
with the School of Architecture of Castilla-La Mancha University. The 
objective of the competition is to promote new architectural solutions uniting 
the needs and demands of “current social housing” in a realistic way. The 
proposals submitted for competition should consider the objectives and 
needs set out by the competition rules in technological, financial, 
environmental and social terms.  

1. OVERVIEW 
• We are part of society but are at the same time apart from it when we 

attempt to address its problems. Can we think about housing from a user 
point view rather than based on architectural typologies? 

• It is reasonably true that the word “living” does not cover all the expectations 
of our society. What would be the best word to replace it? What would 
housing projects be like if they are no longer based on the concept of living? 

• It is also a general assumption that the family or social units that housing has 
to cater for are more various than in the past (namely the traditional family). 
Why do we have to answer this variety with specific variety rather than with 
ambiguity or non-specificity? What would housing projects be like if they no 
longer had an adapted approach but an adaptable one? 

• Our visual references are infinite and infinitely different from those presented 
in the exhibition (This is tomorrow). Which would be our iconographic 
references? What would housing projects be like in this new iconographic, 
visual and musical world? 

• Construction gradually requires more energy and financial support. Some 
architects and movements, like the movement encoger.org (shrinking), even 
think that building is obsolete and that the right thing in our time is to stop the 
construction and demolition of buildings. What do you think? Should we 
shrink? What would housing projects be like if they are based on this non-
building premise? 

• If architecture is an extension of human life, how can we work out the 
ecological footprint without resizing the living society and its excessive 
fantasies about an unlimited growth in a limited planet? 

• In the heart of modern cities what degree of responsibility and scope for 
action is left for architecture to generate new lifestyles, systems of 
interaction, places for cultural and artistic activities, etc.? Should architecture 
be reflective of the current lifestyles or an agent driving or transforming 
them?  

• Would it be convenient to favour, as a part of the proposal, a doctor, a 
lawyer, a teacher, an artist, a poet and other professionals lived and worked 
in each building or group of social houses so these houses became an 
authentic microsociety?  

• If social housing originates from a political adjustment; due to unbalances 
resulting from the free flow of capital and as a consequence of civil rights 
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acquired after modern fights for emancipation, is it social because society is 
the promoter or because the living society benefits from it? 

• If "sense is use and an rule of action" (Wittgenstein), and every housing 
element is functional, i.e. reduced to a preconceived use programme, is its 
use not the confirmation of the reduction of living to the fulfilment of a pre-
established programme? Does a user use an instrument or does an 
instrument determine the user's behaviour by using him? 

• Are there morphologies linked to certain ideas or are they associations 
between independent entities? For instance, are there "sustainability 
morphologies" (also applicable to other meanings of the new doxa: 
participation morphologies, interaction morphologies, etc.) or is sustainability 
associated with certain morphologies which are independent one each other 
from the concept of sustainability? 

• Is the compliance with innovative exigencies an indispensable condition to 
develop the best architecture or should priority be given to stabilise 
existentially favourable patterns and building techniques of proven efficiency 
(adobe, baked clay)? 

• Regardless of unquestionable improvements in installations (running water, 
electricity, heating, bathrooms), what parameters can be set to assess the 
advantages of the modern housing compared to those from different times 
and cultures? And eventually, what can be considered as drawbacks or 
disadvantages? 

• Would it be convenient for each building to be autonomous in terms of 
functioning and supply (autonomous power generation, water mains, 
recycled water, etc.)? Would it be convenient for each building to have its 
own organic and inorganic waste recycling system? 

• In which way are "functions" (kitchen, bathroom, living room, bedroom) 
intertwined and exchanged with spaces in modern life? 

• Is it possible to define the sustainability of a dwelling only with technical 
parameters, or is it a concept with a social origin and ideological elements? 

• What is the role of ideas such as "public space", "private space" and 
"privacy" in the configuration of the living space? Can we tell the difference 
between these three types of speciality in architectural or urban terms? 

• To what extent and through which factors can the building project 
theoretically include the time factor and the references to a possible 
"narrative" reconstruction of habitable spaces by users? 

• Are the concepts "quality housing", "decent housing" and "sustainable 
housing" synonyms, antonyms, diverse or compatible (and in which way)? 

2. COMPETITION PURPOSE 
2.1. OBJECTIVES 

The objective of this competition is to propose architectural solutions for the 
design and building of dwelling units. Therefore, the competition will take into 
consideration four basic elements in the solutions proposed:  

 
Financial sustainability in terms of energy efficiency, use of standard and 
recyclable material, time saving, systematising the building process, etc. 
  
Social sustainability through solutions optimising the situation of our society 
by creating the family core, common services, intercommunity relations, etc. All 
these solutions must comply with the functional and dimensional requirements. 
This guarantees that everyone, above all those physically challenged, can use 
them autonomously. 
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Environmental sustainability through the design and use of environmentally 
friendly systems. In this sense, the lowest consumption of materials and 
energy, top comfort and possibilities of total or partial recovery of materials and 
systems used would be positive points.  
 
Technological sustainability through solutions that despite being 
industrialised enable us to better exploit material and energy resources. 
Industrialisation as a practically genuine product and determining factor in 
people's and families' lives. 
 
Based on these principles, the proposed solutions must address the issues 
specified in the Point 1 (OVERVIEW) of the competition rules, according to the 
following aspects: 

 
1. Alternatives to control and management systems of agents participating in the 

design and construction process.   
2. Alternatives to prefabrication and industrialisation systems ensuring a high 

degree of flexibility, including air conditioning systems that ensure energy 
savings and environmental comfort. 

3. Designs that have new spatial and technical conditions for the user.  
4. Construction solutions obtaining the maximum results with the minimum waste. 

Solutions harmonising building processes and recycling. Project solutions 
reducing costs, completion periods, accident rates, etc. 

2.2. SCOPE 
The architectural proposals submitted by entrants will be theoretical and will be 
applicable without distinction to either high-rise or single-family dwellings. The 
study and development of each solution will address the aspects previously 
specified, i.e. financial, social, environmental and technological sustainability. 
The answers to these questions will present a sufficient level of formal and 
theoretical precision so they can be subsequently implemented in specific 
environments. 
 

From the project perspective:  
• Owned housing, rented housing, in temporary cession, etc. Use of systems 

facilitating mass production and industrialisation.  
• Housing optimisation ensuring adaptation to different family contexts.  
• Solutions ensuring the final housing definition by a catalogue of elements.  
• Energy optimisation of installations and construction elements. Use of recycled 

materials.  
• Use of materials that are easy to replace, maintain and consume less energy.  
• Solutions ensuring adaptability and accessibility in all houses and common 

spaces. 
• Other related aspects 

From the building perspective:  
• Reduction of non-qualified workforce. Implementation of systems reducing the 

accident rate.  
• Use of prefabricated elements and industrialised assembly solutions. Easy re-

adaptation of functional solutions.  
• Use of recyclable standardised construction elements. Inclusion of 

maintenance and management systems of buildings for its uses, spaces and 
energy control systems. 

• Other related aspects 
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3. TYPE OF COMPETITION 
This will be a single-phase open international Design Competition with a jury. 
The Jury will select, from all the projects submitted, TEN projects that in its 
opinion represent the most innovative ideas for discussion, study and future 
application to the social housing issue in Castilla-La Mancha. 
The TEN projects selected will be exhibited and publicly presented by their 
authors before the Jury that will subsequently discuss them. After being 
presented, the Jury will deliberate and select the three projects that, in its 
opinion, best meet the competition requirements.   

 
 
 
 

4. COMPETITION ORGANISATION - SECRETARIAT 
The Competition Secretariat is in the head office of the Foundation Miguel Fisac. 

Foundation Secretariat 
Contact person: Ana Victoria López 

 
THIS IS TOMORROW. RETHINKING TODAY'S SOCIAL HOUSING. 

Fundación Miguel Fisac 
Carlos López Bustos 3 

13003 Ciudad Real (Spain) 
www.fundacionmiguelfisac.org

 
On the Foundation Miguel Fisac website, a link will be enabled for registration 
and enquiries. This link will be active from the beginning of the registration 
period. 

5. ENTRANTS 
The competition is open to architects or multidisciplinary teams led by 
architects. The ten teams selected will be required to prove their academic 
degrees or professional association memberships with the appropriate 
certificates. 

6. LANGUAGE 
All projects submitted in English or Spanish will be accepted. Likewise, the 
information for taking part in the competition (registration, rules, enquires, etc.) 
will be available in both languages. 

 

7. REGISTRATION 
Registration will be exclusively online via the competition website and no 
registration fee is required. 
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8. SCHEDULE & DEADLINES 
8.1. REGISTRATION & ADMISSION OF ENTRIES 

Registration period: 5th – 29th April 2011. 
The registration form can be found on the competition website clicking on a link 
on the Foundation's website, www.fundacionmiguelfisac.org

8.2. ENQUIRIES 
Once the registration period is closed, enquiries can be made always in writing 
using the enquiries form on the competition website until 16th May 2011. 
Enquires regarded as common interest for entrants will be published in the 
FAQ's section, anonymising the enquirer. 

8.3. DEVELOPMENT AND SUBMISSION OF PROJECTS 
The deadline for the submission of projects is 25th July 2011 at 2.00 pm. 
All competition formalities will be carried out online on the competition website.  
This website will offer all the information about the competition (rules, 
deadlines, terms and conditions) and bidirectional communication between 
entrants and the competition management. 

 
Participation 

1. In order to take part in the competition, registration on the competition website 
will be compulsory. A contact e-mail (as user name) and a password will be 
required. 

2. Upon registration on the website, the respective section of the registration form 
will be accessible. Registration details comprise the entrant's personal, 
professional and contact details. An e-mail confirming the competition 
registration will be sent as soon as possible. 

3. Projects will be sent through a form for this purpose in the section "Submission 
of Documents" on the competition official website. 

4. A list with the mottos of the projects safely received will be published and 
periodically updated. 

 
Enquiries regarding the registration process should be made through the 
enquiries form in the respective section of the competition website. 

 
Announcement 

The competition will be appropriately announced in the press, bulletins and 
newsletters of the Professional Associations of Architects in Spain and on the 
Foundation's website.  

 
Documents  

Complete information on the competition will be available on the Foundation 
Fisac website. It can be freely downloaded and consulted. 

 
Enquires 

Entrants can make enquires about the completion upon registration. Enquires 
should be made on the website using the form for this purpose. Responses of 
interest for most entrants will be published on the website. 
  

Submission of documents 
Projects will be submitted on the competition official website in the section 
"Submission of Documents", accessible upon registration. The deadline for the 
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submission of project is at 2.00pm, 25th July 2011. Those projects uploaded 
on the website with all the compulsory documents will be considered admitted. 
The management will only be responsible for those projects submitted before 
the deadline (time and date).  

 

9. DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED BY ENTRANTS 
 
To participate in the competition, all project documents should be submitted 
online on the website www.fundacionmiguelfisac.org. The aforementioned 
submission only will be possible upon registration on the website and the 
following documents will be required: 

Administrative documents 
The purpose of administrative documents is to identify entrants and verify their 
eligibility to participate in the competition.  
In order to participate in the competition, the registration form available on the 
website should be completed and the confirmation e-mail received. Entrants not 
receiving the confirmation email should contact the competition management to 
address the problem. 

Technical documents 
The technical documents are the participation proposal for the competition. 
Every entrant or team should send from the entrant’s area of the website 
www.fundacionmiguelfisac.org a file with all the panels.  
 

Panels 
The presentation format will be size A4 and digital (PDF). The number of 
panels will range from 1 to 16. A precise and concise presentation will be 
valued. The maximum file size is 10 Mb (megabytes). 
All documents necessary for the suitable definition of the project must be 
included in the A4 papers. Text, drawings, computer graphics, perspectives, 
model photos or any type of graphic expression explaining the project will be 
admitted. 
The motto chosen by entrants, the panel order number and the competition title 
must appear in the upper right hand corner of every panel.  
The file must be anonymous and therefore no reference to the author or their 
personal details must be made. 

Official documents 
Once the TEN final projects have been selected, entrants should provide an 
official document (ID card or passport) verifying their identity. 

10. ANONYMITY 
Projects must be submitted with a motto, appearing in the panels so they can 
be anonymously analysed by the Jury.  
The previously described administrative documents will be used for the author 
identification. 
Entrants will be responsible for remaining anonymous in the documents 
submitted.  
Should the entrant wish to remain anonymous if their project is not selected, it 
must be specified in the notes attached to the registration form. 
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11. THE JURY 
11.1. COMPOSITION OF THE JURY 

The Jury will be made up of the following members: 
 

President: 
Housing Director General of the Castilla-La Mancha Regional Department for 
Spatial Planning and Housing or her representative. 
 
Members: 

• Federico Soriano. Architect and Lecturer at ETSAM. 
• José Luis Pardo. Philosopher and Philosophy Lecturer at UCM. 
• Juan Luis Moraza. Sculptor and Fine Art Lecturer in Vigo. 
• Carlos Asensio-Wandosell. Architect and Lecturer at ETSACLM. 
• Francisco Arques. Architect and Director of the Foundation Fisac. 
• Two internationally renowned architects. 

 
Secretary:  
Member of the Foundation Miguel Fisac without a right to vote. 

11.2. ROLE OF THE JURY 
The Jury's deliberations and decision will take place in a public conference 
open to all entrants. This conference will be held at UCLM School of 
Architecture in Toledo. 

11.3. PROCEDURES FOR COMPETITION RESULTS 
The Jury will agree on a selection procedure based on the number and quality 
of projects submitted and in addition will declare authorship anonymity has 
been maintained on material to be judged. Of all the projects submitted, TEN 
will be selected to be presented and discussed by the Jury and the architects 
chosen. This will take place at a public Conference to be held in the School of 
Architecture in Toledo in October.   
Of these TEN selected projects, the three most remarkable will receive the 
prize money set up in the competition rules. 

11.4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS 
The Jury's decision will be announced at the Conference organised for this 
purpose and will be published on the Foundation Miguel Fisac website. 

12. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Projects will be assessed against the objective criteria stated in the competition 
rules. 
The Jury will collectively state, and so will be recorded in the minutes, the 
reasons why the projects selected deserve the prize. 
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13. PRIZE MONEY 
The following amounts are set as the prize money for the three best projects: 
 

First project:  6,000 Euros 
 
Second project:      3,000 Euros 
 
Third project:  1,500 Euros 

 
The Jury will decide the number of Honourable Mentions to be awarded to the 
TEN projects selected. 

 

14. AWARD OF THE PRIZE MONEY  
 
The Conference for the discussion and selection of the winning projects will 
take place in October and will be organised by the Foundation Miguel Fisac 
together with the UCLM School of Architecture in Toledo. All entrants will be 
informed of the Conference so they can attend the exhibition and debate of the 
selected projects.   

15. COPYRIGHT 
The authors will be the copyright owners of the projects submitted. 
Entrants will only transfer the exploitation rights for the advertising of the 
competition and its results to the Sponsor of the competition. 

16. EXHIBITION 
All submitted and accepted projects will be exhibited at the School of 
Architecture of the Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha in Toledo, owing to the 
Conference on this competition to be held in October 2011. 
Entrants will transfer, as a result of their participation in the competition, their 
exploitation rights over projects for publication and exhibition, including the 
panel information (PDF file). 

17. PUBLICATION 
Upon conclusion of the competition, all projects will be included in a publication 
put together by the Competition management.  This publication will highlight the 
award-winning projects and include the discussions and lectures delivered 
during the Competition Conference. The publication will respect the anonymity 
of those entrants who stated that in the registration phase. 

18. ACCEPTANCE OF TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Entrants undertake to accept the competition rules as well as the Jury's 
agreements and decision, which will be final.  

 
Exclusion criteria 

The following falls under the grounds of exclusion:   
Projects submitted after the expiry of the deadline as stipulated by the 
competition rules.   
Breach of anonymity. 
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The submission of projects already published.  
The incomplete or incorrect submission of the required documents by entrants.   
The submission of untruthful administrative documents.  
 

Insurance 
The sponsors are not liable for compensation claims due to the damage or loss 
of documents when uploading them on the website. 

12 
Competition Rules: This is Tomorrow, rethinking today's housing.  


